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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Mark Marland

I

t is with a heavy heart that
we bring in 2015. On
December 21st, we lost
one of our brothers, Officer
Charles Kondek with the
Tarpon Springs Police Department. My heart goes out to the family and to
the Tarpon Springs Police Department for
their loss. (See pages 3-9)
In an effort to assist the family and to
keep Officer Kondek in our memories, the
PBA has begun selling
Memorial T-shirts to honor
him. All profits from the Tshirt sales will go directly to
the family. I would like to
thank JD Lofton and Kevin
Hannigan for stepping up
immediately and getting
that process started. I think
the selling of the T-shirts is
a way to Memorialize
Officer Kondek, but I also
believe it helps with the
grieving process as it gives
everyone an opportunity to be involved.
On a better note, I would like to take
this time to welcome the new Executive
Board members and the new Board of
Directors. Your agency members are looking
for you to represent them throughout the

year and I have no
doubt you all will do
a fantastic job. I
would like to encourage all of the new
board members to
be actively involved and get the members
from your agency involved. If you have any
ideas for events or other things you would
like done, please feel to bring the ideas up
so we can discuss them.
For those who did not
attend the Christmas party,
it was a great time and I
hope to see you next year.
The Enigma did a great job
with the venue and Texas
Roadhouse did a great job
with the food. I would like
to thank Lt. Markus
Hughes along with our
staff, Vanessa and Isabel.
You guys did a great job
planning the event and it
was clearly obvious your
hard work paid off when watching the
members enjoy themselves.
In closing, I encourage everyone to
remain vigilant and watch each other’s
backs. Stay Safe!!!!!!!!!!!

“...to assist the
family and to keep
Officer Kondek in
our memories, the
PBA has begun
selling Memorial
T-shirts to honor
him.”

SCLEC Team Effort
By JD Lofton, Executive Vice President

H

ello Welcome to the
first edition of The
Informant for 2015!!!
I’d like to open this article with
a big THANK YOU to the
membership for your support
and confidence during my reelection as your Executive Vice President.
Well, we started this year on ground running as we
geared up to do fundraising for our fallen brother,
Tarpon Springs Police Officer Charles “Charlie K”
Kondek who was murdered in the line of duty on
December 21, 2014. By the time you read this, the
fundraising drive, centered on the memorial t-shirt sales,
will be in full swing. We were able to gear up and get
started in a flash, thanks to Billy Hume (Billy’s Corner
Barbershop, 2031 4th Street North in St. Petersburg)
and Ron GoFrank (Georgie’s Alibi, 3100 3rd Avenue
North in St. Petersburg) who have loyally supported us
over the years and through whose efforts we have developed the SCLEC Officer Down Fund to cover initial startup costs and cover immediate needs when we have an
officer down. I’d like to recognize the officers of the St.
Petersburg Police Department, St Petersburg Police
Department Communications Center personnel, the
West Florida LEO Wives group, and Kevin & Beth
Hannigan (t-shirt masterminds) for immediately jumping
on board to assist with the myriad of tasks related to starting the fundraising drive and for almost single-handedly
manning the sales booth and events until our brothers
and sisters in Tarpon Springs could catch their breath.
While we were out selling shirts to the public and
showing our support for Officer Kondek, several people
took on the daunting task of tackling online shirt orders.
This was a huge success, but brought with it the daunting
task of printing, tracking, filling, and mailing thousands of
t-shirts on what was really almost a moment’s notice. We
couldn’t have done the online shirt orders without the
help of several people, however, I would also like to
specifically recognize Nicole Smith (wife of SPPD
Officer Eric Smith) who spent several days at the SCPBA
office making sense of the on-line orders, getting them
organized, and developing a system to track and fill them.
I would also like to recognize Shannon Halstead (SPPD),
Caricia Martinez (SPPD), Andre Sousa (SPPD), and
Erika Hasson (USF-St. Pete PD) for spending an entire
weekend filling over 1,200 orders and getting us caught
up and organized. I practically had to chase Andre away,
if he wasn’t in Tarpon Springs selling shirts before his
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shift, he was at the SCPBA office packing shirt orders.
I also want to thank the SCPBA staff, Vanessa Hurst
and Isabel Vanauken, who pitched in without hesitation
and took on much more work than their normal job
description calls for to help us meet our goals. Thanks to
Indian Shores PBA Rep. Joe Ferro, for all his physical
hard work spent here at the PBA on his days off. Dawn
Peters (wife of SPPD Ofc. Robert “Bobby” Peters) was
another volunteer, but she’s really much more than a
“volunteer,” more like unofficial PBA staff because she is
always on-call and here helping out and doing things
week after week. I know that I am probably missing some
people, but there have been so many volunteers it’s
impossible to name them all. And of course, all of the
Executive Board and the SPPD Reps who all jumped on
board to get us up and running.
Last, but certainly not least, I want to recognize Kevin
Hannigan, by far our most active member and one of the
strongest advocates we have. While most of us are Law
Enforcement Officers/Deputies and have an obvious vested interest in the SCPBA, Kevin works for Edward Jones
Financial Planning (1216 - 66th Street North in St.
Petersburg). Kevin has been a friend for many years, but
showed the steel that lurks under his pleasant demeanor
back in 2011 when we lost our brothers in St. Petersburg.
Kevin was with us at the hospital before they arrived,
grieved with us as we absorbed their passing, and put his
business and personal life on hold when we began our initial t-shirt drive for them. When Officer Kondek was killed
in the line of duty, one of the first people on the phone
was Kevin. He immediately jumped in with both feet getting our t-shirt sales up and running, delivering t-shirts
where they needed to be, selling t-shirts and all around
being the quiet rock that kept this machine rolling. Kevin
is there for us every day, always willing to do whatever is
necessary to make SCPBA and SCLEC a success. I know
that I couldn’t do this without his wise counsel and assistance. We have a lot of supporters, but no one can touch
the advocate we have in Kevin Hannigan. He truly is one
of us. While we wear our badge on our shirt for all to see,
Kevin quietly wears his on his heart without ever asking
anything from us in return. Friends like that are very rare.
THANK YOU KEVIN!!!!!
If you would like to donate to the memorial fund, you
can visit any Wells Fargo branch, visit our paypal link on
www.suncoastpba.com, or make checks payable to
Suncoast Law Enforcement Charities (SCLEC), Memo:
Charles Kondek, at 14141 – 46th St. N., Ste. 1205,
Clearwater, FL 33762.
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Charlie Kondek Memorial continued
on next several pages...

January 2015

3

Sun Coast Informant

Order your shirts at: www.suncoastpba.com
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Here is just a sampling of the 100+ cards received on behalf of Officer Charlie Kondek...

Sun Coast Informant

6

January 2015

January 2015

7

Sun Coast Informant

Sun Coast Informant

8

January 2015

In
Memoriam
Officer
Charles Kondek
Tarpon Springs
Police Department
EOW: Sunday,
December 21, 2014

January 2015

9

Sun Coast Informant

Issues Present and Future
By George Lofton, Senior Vice President

G

reetings! It’s been a busy
time for us here at the
Sun Coast PBA office. It
is with a heavy heart that we
have been fully engaged in
fundraising efforts for Charlie
K’s family. We are closing in on approximately 10,000
memorial t-shirts that have been sold in this effort. I want
to say a huge thank you to everyone who has been
involved in the fundraising efforts,
especially Jessica Herron and the
West Florida LEO Wives, as well
as Dawn Peters.
There are a lot of things coming up on the radar for us here at
the office. The Florida Legislature
is now in session and we are monitoring several items that are being discussed in
Tallahassee. One of the big issues we are monitoring
closely is dealing with local municipal pension reform. At
the end of last year’s legislative session, there was a tentative agreement to support the legislation that had been
proposed. It looks like this session the Florida League of

Cities may have changed their position in regards to the
same legislation that has been filed this year. Our lobbyists in Tallahassee are monitoring the issue and developing strategies involving possible resolution.
Another issue that keeps coming up around us is the
use of body cameras. I have had conversations with staff
members of other agencies, as well as our State
Attorney. There are a multitude of issues that correspond with the use of body cameras. Our position is that
currently we are not in favor of
using body cameras until these
issues raised by our State
Attorney can be resolved. I
believe that, as law enforcement
officers, we don’t need a camera
on us because we do an exceptional job as it is now.
We have the best and most qualified law enforcement officers in the United States. I’m proud of what we
do and I am proud of each and every one of our members reading this article. Keep your heads up Sheepdogs.
God Bless and stay safe.

“I want to say a huge
thank you to everyone
who has been involved in
the fundraising efforts...”

Sun Coast PBA Board Meetings
Board Meetings are now held quarterly instead of monthly. They will be the first month of each
quarter and will continue to be on the last Thursday of that month.
Location: Franklin Templeton located in Carillon (100 Fountain Parkway North, St. Petersburg)
All members are welcome!
Food will be served before every Board Meeting at 5:00 p.m. Board Meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.

PBA “SUPPORT LAW ENFORCEMENT” TAG SELLING FAST!
The Florida PBA “Support Law Enforcement” license
tag is a hot item. Over 100,000 tags have been sold so far.
The proceeds of this tag are deposited into a charitable fund—the Florida PBA
Heart Fund—for the Association’s members (see page
18). The intent of the Heart
Fund is to provide financial
assistance to the families of
members who are killed in the
line-of-duty and to members
who are injured and permanent-
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ly disabled in the line-of-duty under certain circumstances. The great thing about the contributions made to
the Heart Fund, they are tax-deductible! Please ask for
the PBA “Support Law
Enforcement” tag when you
visit your tag office and purchase this tag for your
vehicle(s). You can also give
the tag as a gift to family and
friends. Keep showing your
support for PBA and your fellow officers.
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Love, Support, and Morale
By L.E. Cox, Treasurer

A

s your treasurer, I wanted to wish you all a very prosperous and safe New Year. Last year was a very tragic year in Law Enforcement, especially here at home.
It cannot be said enough how appreciative we all are of the
love and support for Officer Kondek and his family during
this time of healing.
As for the buzz around the station, I have heard a lot of
positive things about the future and morale. Although you
can’t please everyone, we all do the very best we can. I’m
very pleased to see more and more members getting
involved with PBA functions. I look forward to having some

happy hour and sunset cruise type
functions this year and I would
like to see this great show of support and involvement continue.
From a treasurer stand point,
things are continuing to go
smoothly and I look forward to
the future. If you have plans or ideas for functions or events
to strengthen the union and our members, let me know.
I look forward to a great year. Be careful and watch out
for each other!

*Gift car
d
becomes an active memb
ber. Also, the choice of card varies
based upon availability. This is subject to terminate or change
without notice.
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Let’s Take A Moment...
By Eric Holmes, SPPD Rep

A

s I sit here trying to think of
a topic for this article, trying to think of something
that is interesting, maybe uplifting or compelling, I am reminded that sometimes you have to
let the article write itself. I think
sometimes we have to let the words come and hope that
we, the person writing them, do them and the reader justice. I am by no means a professional writer, even though I
write for a living. I wanted to take this time to hit on several things that have been on my mind as of late.
We have been reminded as of late that the current
attitudes in the last several years seem to make it easier to
blame the police for things, rather than hold the people who
commit crimes and engage in confrontations with police
accountable. When a suspect commits a crime, it is the DUTY
of law enforcement to pursue and capture the offender. If
that suspect resists or does not comply, then it’s the offender’s
fault, not the police, when things begin to escalate. We all
come to work trying to do the best job we can, no one is out
to hurt anyone, or is out looking for a confrontation, but we,
as officers, cannot afford to lose in a fight—EVER. We get no
second chances because it could mean our lives.
This brings me to the next thing. On December 21st,
2014 we in in the Tampa Bay area lost yet another hero.
Tarpon Springs Police Officer Charles “Charlie K”
Kondek was murdered by a suspect with an outstanding
warrant on a noise disturbance call. This contemptuous
person gunned down a husband and father of six and, like
the coward he is, fled the scene. Thankfully, the suspect was
apprehended and is currently awaiting trial. I have met with
some of the investigators working the case and assure you
they will not rest until every aspect of the case is rock solid
and justice is served for Officer Kondek and his family.
Upon hearing of the tragedy, the Sun Coast PBA
established a memorial fund and got to work on raising funds
for Officer Kondek’s family. I’d like to say a huge thank you
to Kevin Hannigan, who once again started the process of
ordering memorial t-shirts, which have been and remain on
sale to benefit the family. I have to take a moment to thank
Sergeant Rick Lopez. It was, in part, to all the hard work
he did when we at St. Petersburg Police lost our officers, that
we were able to get things running so quickly. I would also
like to thank some others that helped in those first days.
Thanks to Treasure Island Tee’s, who has been
working nonstop to get the shirts made. I want to say thanks
to George Graves, Libby Roesser, Cara Lehmann, several
members of the West Florida LEO Wives, West Central
Florida COPS, Stephanie Yaslowitz Banes, Cindy
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Roberts, Scott Brockew and family, members of the
Tarpon Springs Police Department. A big thanks to Mike
DeMark who was such a big help, and the others that came
out to Tarpon Springs PD to help with the shirt sales, we
could not have been so successful without all of you. A big
thanks goes out to Executive Vice President JD Lofton for
all the coordinating that he has been doing, keeping the
sales and orders going, as well as setting up events and
arranging for volunteers. I also have to take a moment to
thank the Office Manager Vanessa Hurst and Executive
Assistant Isabel Vanauken for not only keeping the office
up during all of this, but also managing all of the online
orders—thanks so much.
I also would like to recognize several officers who
recently, in spite of agonizing circumstances, performed
admirably. In the late hours on January 8th 2015, while
driving home, Officer D. Vickers noticed a vehicle pass by
him at a high rate of speed. Officer Vickers next came upon
the vehicle stopped on top of the Dick Misener bridge and
he stopped. Within seconds of contact with the vehicle and
occupants, a suspect exited the car and threw a five year
old child off the bridge. Officer Vickers informed
communications of what had occurred and, as the suspect
drove off, scaled down a small ladder in an attempt to
rescue the child. Officer’s Sousa and Price, also off-duty,
immediately came to assist and the suspect was located in
Manatee County. During all this, multiple officers responded
to the scene in an attempt to locate the missing child.
Unfortunately, the child’s body was recovered approximately 1.5 hours later. These officers, as well as the others
who responded to the scene, should be commended for
their efforts. It is times like these that we all pull together
and must watch out for one another. No one can know what
we deal with if they have not walked in our shoes. I would
also like to thank all of the other agencies that assisted in
the search and rescue operations and the apprehension of
this most heinous offender.
I would like to close with a thank you to all who voted
for me in the recent election. I am humbled and thank you
for your confidence. I thank you for your trust and will
continue to serve our members in the best way I know how.
I will continue to work hard for all of our membership as we
move forward with the challenges of the next year. I want to
again thank Sergeant Rick Lopez and Sergeant Scott
Brockew, the previous PBA secretary, for their past service.
While no longer in office, both have contributed much and
are deserving of the recognition.
Please thank a member of our Armed Forces the next
time you see them. Thank you for taking the time to read
this and, as always, stay safe.
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Introducing David Gerardo
By David Gerardo, Sergeants & Lieutenants SPPD Rep

M

y name is David Gerardo, and I am the new
representative for Sergeants and Lieutenants at
the St. Petersburg Police Department. I have
been a member of the Department for more than 15
years, and although I have never served on the board of
the PBA before, I have been a member since my first day
with the SPPD.
I am humbled by the opportunity to serve as the
Sergeants and Lieutenants Rep, and I look forward to
speaking to many of you in the near future about issues
and concerns that we share.
I am excited to be part of this organization that has
done so much not just in terms of collective bargaining,
but to support officers and their families through difficult

times. Nothing is more difficult for the police family than
the loss of a brother officer. I can’t help but be saddened
when I think of the recent loss of Officer Charlie
Kondek of the Tarpon Springs Police Department.
Officer Kondek was set to begin with me as a new member of the SCPBA Board. Like all of us, I am keeping
Charlie Kondek and his entire family, both at home and
at the Tarpon Springs Police Department in my thoughts
and prayers.
My hopes for the future are that we can all work
together, across the entire region, to address issues that
affect us as police officers, our safety at home and at
work, and the welfare of our families. I look forward to
this opportunity!

Introducing Michael DeMark
By Michael DeMark, SPPD Rep

F

irst off, I’d like to thank you for allowing me the privilege of being one of your newly elected PBA
Representatives for 2015. I’m truly humbled and
excited to begin this journey. For those of you who don’t
know me, I’m Michael DeMark, but you can call me
“Mike.” I’ve been with the St. Petersburg Police
Department since February of 2007. I’ve previously
served as a Field Training Officer on the midnight shift in
District 3 and am currently assigned as a member of the

Street Crimes Unit. My schedule varies, but between my
regular shifts and off-duty assignments, I’m not hard to
find around the station. If there is anything I can do for
you or any questions I can answer, don’t hesitate to
approach me. If I’m not around, feel free to contact me
by cell phone 24/7, I’m always happy to help. I look forward to working with all of you, stay safe and watch each
other’s backs.

Introducing Mike Blickensdorf
By Mike Blickensdorf, Largo PD Rep

M

y name is Mike Blickensdorf and I am one of
the two recently elected PBA Reps for the Largo
Police Department. I have been with LPD for
eight years now after previously working at the Grand
Blanc Twp Police Department in Michigan for four years.

I have served on LPD’s contract negotiation team for
seven years prior to being a Rep. My work experience
includes FTO, Street Crimes, Hostage Negotiator, and
Driving Instructor.

A peace of mind in this chaotic world.
The Sun Coast PBA is here for you!
Sun Coast Informant
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Introducing Nicholas Bedy
By Nicholas Bedy, PCSO Sergeants and Lieutenants Rep

A

s the newly elected Sheriff’s Office Sergeant and
Lieutenant representative, I was asked to write an
article introducing myself. I am confident I know all
of the Sheriff’s Office law enforcement Sergeant and
Lieutenant PBA members fairly well. Therefore, in addition to my introduction, I will explain how I became your
representative.
I am a Patrol Sergeant assigned to the North District.
Currently, I work with some of the best in Dunedin on BDays, where I have worked since March, 2013. Prior to
working in Dunedin, I was assigned to Human Resources
as a sergeant upon promotion in April, 2012. I was hired
as a deputy in July, 2003. As a deputy, I was assigned to
patrol, street crimes, Crimes Against Children, and
Robbery/Homicide. Prior to working at PCSO, I was a St.
Petersburg Police Officer from September, 1999, to
November, 2000. Between working at SPPD and PCSO, I
attended UCF where I earned my bachelor’s and master’s
degree. In 2009, I decided to attend Stetson Law parttime and graduated with my Juris Doctor in May, 2013.

The questions I think most of you are more interested in me answering are how I got involved in negotiating
our contract and became the Sergeant/Lieutenant Rep?
Here’s how it played out. Back when Mike Leiner was a
lieutenant, we sat on the policy review committee together. During one of the meetings, our labor agreement
negotiations were discussed. Being interested in the
negotiations, I asked if I could participate, and Leiner
invited me to attend. Michael Krohn, Mike Leiner, and I
attended the first two meetings. Then, Leiner got promoted to captain and could no longer negotiate on our
behalf or be our representative. Since I had been
involved with the negotiations from the beginning, I
believed I was the best person to fill Captain Leiner’s
position. I thank you for electing me to this position and
hope to fulfill your expectations. Moreover, many thanks
should be given to Mike Leiner for his years of service to
Sun Coast PBA as our representative. Thank you and congratulations on your promotion!

HAVE YOU MOVED?
Please update your information! If you are one of these members, we need to hear from YOU.
Please notify the PBA office of your change of address so that you won’t miss any important mailings.
Name: __________________________________________________ Soc. Sec. No. (Last 4 Digits):* ___________
New Address – Street: __________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________________ State:______________ Zip________________
Phone No.: (Home)

(Work)

(Cell)

Personal (Non-Work) E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________
(*Your social security number helps us identify you in case of similar names.)

Return to: Sun Coast PBA, 14141 - 46th Street North #1205, Clearwater, Florida 33762
or e-mail us at Vanessa@suncoastpba.com

January 2015
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St. Pete Police Officers and Civilian Employees completed Christmas lists of over 30 children who are up for
adoption in Pinellas County with help from the Sun Coast PBA and Council Member Amy Foster.

Sun Coast Informant
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Welcoming 2015 New PBA Directors
By Steve Corbet, SPPD Detective Retired (& lovin’ it!!!)

A

new year is here and new PBA representatives are
undertaking the responsibilities of being leaders for
the members of their respective departments.
Please don’t think I’m excluding representatives who
have been re-elected, because I know they too will be
representing the many members of law enforcement as
the new year begins.
I recognize it takes a special person to step up and
run for the position of a PBA representative. Being elected by your
peers puts you just a little bit ahead
of others, but it does not make you
better than others. You’ve been
elected to be the voice of your
membership for many different
responsibilities that you may not
even understand. Obviously, being
the voice of your members for contract issues is important. But you also are given the challenge to look forward
to other topics.
There is a certain political aspect to your position

when you represent the members of your respective department. Remember, you must
have the interests of everyone,
even when you will not have
the support of everyone. You
will have to be able to explain
to your membership why certain positions have been
supported, when others have been
neglected in their view. You will
enjoy support from some, and
disdain from others. Attempt to have
an explanation to support your
decisions.
Unfortunately, you’ll never satisfy
everyone. That’s one of the negative
sides of your new undertaking. But
you will show the membership how you can support them,
how you can provide a voice for them, and how you are
attempting to make positive changes for everyone.
Good luck and congratulations.

“Remember, you must
have the interests of
everyone, even when
you will not have the
support of everyone.”

To contact Sun Coast PBA, please call

(727) 532.1722 • Fax: (727) 530.4816
PBA HEART FUND CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES
Dear Potential Contributor:
In an effort to help the families of law enforcement, corrections, and correctional probation officers who are killed
or disabled in the line of duty, Florida Police Benevolent Association (PBA) has established a charitable arm which is
called the PBA Heart Fund. Because the PBA Heart Fund is a 501(c)(3) organization, contributions are tax deductible.
Monies donated to the Heart Fund are used to provide death benefits to the families of officers killed in-the-line-of-duty
and disability benefits to officers who are permanently disabled because of an in-line-of-duty disability.
Aside from individuals who may want to donate with the tax deduction in mind*, political campaigns may dispose
of surplus funds (after the campaign is over) by donating some or all of the surplus to the PBA Heart Fund [s. 106.141
(4) (a) 2., Florida Statutes]. And, of course, other entities (e.g. not-for-profit corporations) may also donate to this cause.
The address is:
Florida PBA Heart Fund
300 East Brevard Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
More information about the Heart Fund may be obtained by calling Florida PBA at 1-800-733-3722.
*Receipt for donations will be provided upon request.

Sun Coast Informant
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A Jar, Rocks, Pebbles, Sand, And Coffee
Author Unknown

W

hen things in your life seem almost too much to
handle, when 24 hours in a day are not enough,
remember the Mason jar and the two cups of

coffee.
A professor of philosophy stood
before his class with some items in front
of him. When the class began, wordlessly he picked up a large empty Mason jar
and proceeded to fill it with rocks about
two inches in diameter. He then asked
the students if the jar was full.
They agreed that it was full.
So the professor then picked up a
box of pebbles and poured them into
the jar. He shook the jar lightly and watched as the pebbles rolled into the open areas between the rocks. The
professor then asked the students again if the jar was full.
They chuckled and agreed that it was indeed full this
time.
The professor picked up a box of
sand and poured it into the jar. The sand
filled the remaining open areas of the jar.
The students laughed
“Now,” said the professor, “I want
you to recognize that this jar signifies your life. The rocks
are the truly important things, such as God, family,
health, friends, and your favorite passions. If all else was
lost and only the rocks remained, your life would still be
meaningful. The pebbles are the other things that matter

in your life, such as work or school. The sand signifies the
remaining “small stuff” and material possessions.
If you put sand into the jar first, there is no room for
the rocks or the pebbles. The same
can be applied to your lives. If you
spend all your time and energy on the
small stuff, you will never have room
for the things that are truly important.
Pay attention to the things in life
that are critical to your happiness and
well-being. Take time to get medical
check-ups, play with your children, go
for a run, write your grandmother a
letter. Take your spouse out to dinner.
There will always be time to go to work, clean the house,
or fix the disposal. Take care of the rocks first – things that
really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just pebbles
and sand.
One of the students then raised her
hand and inquired what the coffee represented. The professor smiled. “I’m
glad you asked.”
The professor then took the two
cups of coffee and poured the entire
contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty space
between the sand. The students laughed.
He concluded: “It just goes to show you that no matter how full your life may seem, there’s always room for
a cup of coffee with a friend.”

The difference betweren us and them...
The sheep do not want the dog around. He looks too much like
the wolf. He reminds them that danger lurks out there, just beyond
the relative safety of the fence.
The wolf also hates the dog. He knows that it is the dog that
stands between him and his prey. It is because of the dog that he is
lean. The dog is the reason the wolf is forced to stalk the darkness.
The dog knows these facts. Undeterred, he stands watch, ever
ready to do battle. Despite that he is an unwelcome guest in their
mists, the dog is ready, at a moment’s notice, to give his life in
defense of his flock. It is simply who he is.
http://youtu.be/2zyhOW-8Zcc
Artwork for Sale at Amazon.com
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NOTICE: LEGAL ADVISORY
POLICE SHOOTINGS, IN-CUSTODY
DEATHS OR SERIOUS TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
******** WHAT TO DO? ********
STAY CALM
Have you been ordered to write a statement
about an incident that may be investigated?

DON’T FORGET YOUR GARRITY RIGHTS!

CALL PBA AT (727) 532-1722
Do not talk to anyone or write anything until
you have consulted with your PBA ATTORNEY.
— GARRITY RIGHTS —
If ordered, the following statement should be written as
the first sentence on any statement, report, or memorandum an officer is ordered to write when the officer knows
or has a reasonable belief that discipline may result:

It is my understanding that this report is made
for administrative, internal police department
purposes only. This report is made by me after
being ordered to do by my supervisor. It is my
understanding that by refusing to obey an
order to write this, that I can be disciplined for
insubordination and that the punishment for
insubordination can be up to, and including,
termination of employment. This report is
made only pursuant to such orders and the
potential punishment/discipline that can result
for failure to obey that order.

ne Raiser
o
h
P

Over the last few months, we have built up a small collection of cell
phones and inkjet cartridges, so we decided to donate them to a company
called PHONE RAISER. Phone Raiser is a company that will take used cell
phones and/or inkjet cartridges and put them to good use by recycling them.
They in turn will donate money toward the Sun Coast Law Enforcement
Charities for each phone and ink cartridge that we mail to them.
We would appreciate it if you would bring in your used cell phones
and/or inkjet cartridges to the PBA Office to help raise funds for the Sun Coast
Law Enforcement Charities.
There is no need for chargers, headsets, memory cards or any other
accessories that you may have, as they will not reimburse for any accessories.
Any contribution is helpful and appreciated.
Thank you, PBA
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Get Online to the 21st
Century — JOIN E-PBA
TODAY!
NOT AN E-PBA MEMBER YET?
Become one! Be the first to
know about breaking news...
direct to your inbox. Don’t wait,
sign up today for E-PBA. Go to
the Florida PBA website at
www.flpba.org and scroll down
to: JOIN THE E-PBA LIST TO RECEIVE THE LATEST
INFORMATION. Click on the link and you will be taken
to a sign up page.
Knowledge about PBA issues is the strength of our
Association. PBA will be e-mailing members timely news
about what’s up at the Florida PBA, helpful information
regarding legislative issues, quick tips, and best
practices for members.
Your e-mail address will not be given to any other
group or organization and you will receive no
advertising from outside sources. E-PBA is available to
PBA members only.

DO YOU PURCHASE
ANY OF YOUR OWN
GEAR?
POLICE
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION
S
U
N
C
O
A
S
T

The SUN COAST POLICE BENEVOLENT
ASSOCIATION is pleased to announce a
NEW program available ONLY to active
Sun Coast PBA members.

US Cavalry, one of the premier suppliers of
law enforcement equipment and military gear,
would like to thank the men and women of the
Sun Coast PBA.
US Cavalry has been proudly serving the
world for over 35 years with the finest law
enforcement, military and outdoor adventure
equipment.
Discounts range from 10% - 50% off
depending on the product! To receive your
discount for purchases, call or e-mail our
US Cavalry Rep Phil Lasley at:
(270) 219-7638 or pclasley@uscav.net
www.uscav.com
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As a Sun Coast PBA Member,

POLICE
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION
S
U
N
C
O
A
S
T

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!
Remember, as a law enforcement
officer, you have the right:

✓

Prior to ANY questioning or writing ANY memo that could
subject you to ANY form of discipline, make sure to first
contact your PBA representative or the PBA office as you
may waive certain PBA rights by not doing so;

✓

to have a representative present during any disciplinary
interview;

✓
✓

to know who’s in charge of the investigation;

✓

to review all witness statements, including all other existing subject officer statements, and
all other existing evidence, including, but not limited to, incident reports, GPS locator
information, and audio or video recordings relating to the incident under investigation;

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

to have the interview at a reasonable hour and for a reasonable length of time;

to know what the charges are and the name of the person
bringing those charges;

Executive Director
Michael I. Krohn, Attorney

to have the interview tape-recorded from start to finish;
to not be threatened, bribed or have to listen to offensive language;
to refuse a polygraph;
and to not be forced to resign!

As a dues-paying member, a PBA representative can be with you every step of the way.
Don’t be intimidated and don’t panic!
If you are a dues-paying member and you are a subject of an internal affairs
investigation, the PBA has attorneys to assist you.
Sun Coast Police Benevolent Association, Inc.
14141 46th St N., Ste 1205 • Clearwater, FL 33762
727-532-1722 • www.suncoastpba.com
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Does your agency
have an article this
issue? If not, ask
your Unit Rep:

“Why?”
Sun Coast Informant

26

January 2015

Advertising Guidelines for
The Informant, the Official
Publication of the Sun Coast
Police Benevolent Association
The Informant is published quarterly by the Sun Coast
Police Benevolent Association (PBA) solely for the benefit of
its members. The publication, which is intended to help educate its readers throughout the community, is dedicated to
the advancement of the law enforcement profession and the
betterment of the community, through better and stronger
relations between officers and the citizens they serve. The
Informant is the official medium of expression for the Sun
Coast PBA. All proceeds from the advertisements will benefit
the association’s cost of producing The Informant.
The PBA encourages all advertisers to assist in educating
readers and improving community relations wherever possible in their advertisements. The PBA retains the right to
refuse any advertisement and to limit the number of advertisements in any given edition.

Advertising rates effective January 1, 2014:
Business Card
$50.00 (per issue)
1/2 Page
$100.00 (per issue)
1/4 Page
$70.00 (per issue)
Full Page
$200.00 (per issue)
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Fallen Officer’s Memorial Plate
By Lauren Lofton (Reprinted from the October 2014 Informant)

I

could not be more elated to announce this news that
has been four years overdue. The Fallen Officer’s
Memorial license plates are now on pre-order at all
Florida DMVs! We all remember the emotions, tragedy
and sadness that filled our daily lives in early 2011 after
losing three of our own in
the line-of-duty. While no
one can replace, forget or
even ever thank them
enough for giving the ultimate sacrifice to our community; we can honor them
for years to come. In purchasing this license plate, we
as a law enforcement community can forever honor those we have lost in the line
of duty—past and present. The black, blue, black lines
around the plate symbolize the trademark colors of those
lost in the law enforcement community. The two badges
on the left of the plate show that we remember all forms
of law enforcement who gave their lives. But lastly, the
three stars on the plate are symbols that all of us can hold
closely to our hearts in purchasing these plates. Each star
is a representation of our fallen officers in St. Petersburg
who initiated this long overdue project. They will forever
be a reminder of how much Sgt. Baitinger, Officer
Yaslowitz and Officer Crawford meant to all of us. The
pre-sales must be done in the DMV offices until the
required 1,000 are sold. The cost is $33 including the
fees and the set $25 that goes to the Operation 10-24
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organization account. The $25 we receive from each
plate will go to the betterment of the law enforcement
community through the creation of training programs, the
purchase of better equipment, and even the training of
future law enforcement through police academies and
high school magnet programs. The funds will be distributed by our board of
directors whom will be
announced once the 1,000
pre-sales are met. While I
have the privilege of serving
as the Chairperson of the
board of directors and the
organization as a whole, I do
have some friendly faces that some of you may recognize
helping me to determine the best possible board!
In closing, I do want to encourage you to go purchase
this tag. But more so than that, I want to just thank each
and every one of you. Although this project had to take a
devastating event to happen, it is all of you who get up
every morning and serve our community that really drove
all of us working on Operation 10-24 to see this project
through. I know that you all don’t receive the proper
appreciation for all you have to endure in your line of
work, but I hope that this license plate can be an everyday reminder that we all are grateful for what you do!
Stay safe everyone and go purchase the Fallen Officers
Memorial license plate!
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Scholarship Link: http://www.brickhousesecurity.com/category/company+info/scholarship.do

Left to right: Retired NYPD Officer and Scholarship
Recipient Mark King, Daughter Shayla Nicole King
(Binghamton University), Daughter Charisse Nicole
King (Temple University), BrickHouse Founder &
CEO Todd Morris

Scholarship Details
Now accepting applications. See link above. The Second Annual BrickHouse College Scholarship
recipient will be announced in May, 2015.
Having worked closely with law enforcement personnel for
years, the BrickHouse Security team has come to understand and
appreciate not only the value of service, but also how the personal sacrifice of men and women in uniform affects their entire family. When a person goes into harm's way to protect others, they do
so at great risk to themselves and their family.
As a way of giving back, even though it only scratches the surface, we are offering a $10,000 scholarship to be dispersed among
up to three qualified applicants. The funds granted can be used for
your child's education, your education, or your spouse's college
education.
If you are a current or former uniformed law enforcement officer in the United States who was wounded in the line of duty, you

January 2015

may be eligible to receive this immediate-use scholarship. We
hope this donation will serve as an investment in the future, providing you and yours an opportunity to reach your full potential
after sacrificing so much for us.

Academic Requirements
• High School Graduate or Current College Student
• Minimum 3.0 Cumulative High School GPA
• Complete a 250-500 word essay on the following topic:

“Describe how your service and injury have impacted your outlook on higher education.”
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Meet Your PBA Lawyers
Ciarciaglino, Gell & Fiorentino, P.A.

W

E ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE HAVE
PURCHASED A NEW BUILDING AND OUR
NEW ADDRESS IS 2111 DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING ST. N, ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33704. IT IS A GREY
BUILDING WITH WHITE TRIM. PARKING IS LOCATED
AT THE REAR OF THE BUILDING WITH ALLEY ACCESS
FROM 22nd AVE N or 21st AVE N. THERE IS ALSO ON
STREET PARKING ON 21st AVE N. OUR PHONE NUMBER WILL REMAIN THE SAME AT 727-898-8000. If you
are in the area, please feel free to stop by and say hello.
We also want to remind all of our members that we are
here to assist you with all of your legal needs whether they
are related to on or off duty matters. Our law firm and its
predecessors have been serving personal injury litigants,
criminal defendants, persons seeking divorce and others in
need of a variety of litigation services for over 30 years. The
firm has proudly represented the Sun Coast Police
Benevolent Association (PBA), formerly the Pinellas County
PBA, and its law enforcement members for over 30 years.
Our firm has intentionally limited itself to three attorneys, all of whom are partners, so that clients are represented by an experienced attorney who is knowledgeable in
their case from the initial conference to its conclusion. Each
attorney is dedicated to obtaining the very best outcome for
the client. The lawyers are assisted by an extremely knowledgeable and dedicated support staff. A wealth of independent experts in fields such as accident reconstruction,
applied physics, traumatic injury, blood alcohol content and
numerous other technical subjects are available to be called
upon by the firm.
The firm is centrally located in St. Petersburg, Florida,
allowing it to handle litigation throughout central Florida in
both State and Federal Courts. While the firm handles most
types of civil trial litigation, it specializes in motor vehicle
crashes, wrongful death and medical malpractice. The case
history of the firm includes personal injuries of all types,
including auto and truck crashes, boating accidents, motorcycle accidents, wrongful death cases, hunting accidents,
slip and fall, dog bite, ATM security failure, business and
parking lot security negligence, Federal Tort claims, medical
malpractice, nursing home abuse, school and college failure
to supervise students, civil rape and sexual assault, apartment complex and condominium negligence. Our firm does
not, and will not, represent insurance companies.
As a PBA Member, our firm is available to assist you
with a variety of legal matters and if we are unable to
assist you, we can guide you in the right direction for
assistance. As a part of your dues, you are entitled to a
free 1-hour consultation on any legal matter, a free will
for yourself and your significant other, and a free living
will for yourself and your significant other. Along with
your membership, you also receive reduced rates for
divorces and a variety of other legal matters, which we
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will be more than happy to discuss with you. Our firm
is also on retainer to assist with other matters that occur
in the line of duty. Our attorneys are:
JOSEPH M. CIARCIAGLINO was born
and raised in upstate New York. He received
his Bachelor of Arts Degree from Siena
College in Albany, New York. He served two
years as a lieutenant in the United States
Army Field Artillery and was awarded three
Bronze Star Medals during a tour of duty in Vietnam.
Mr. Ciarciaglino received his Juris Doctor degree from
Stetson University, College of Law, in Gulfport, Florida, in
1973. He served four years as an Assistant State Attorney for
the Sixth Judicial Circuit of the State of Florida and rose to
the position of Assistant Division director for the St.
Petersburg office.
Mr. Ciarciaglino entered the private practice of law in
1977. He was a founding partner in the St. Petersburg law
firm of Osborne & Ciarciaglino, predecessor to Ciarciaglino,
Gell & Fiorentino, P.A.
Mr. Ciarciaglino practices all forms of trial law and has
represented clients in state and federal court, as well as
before the United States Supreme Court. In 1996, Mr.
Ciarciaglino became a Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer. He
has been a visiting lecturer at Stetson University College of
Law and was also an instructor at the Pinellas County Police
Academy where he taught law from 1973 to 1998. He is a
past editor of the Florida Bar Journal as well as having served
on the Sixth Circuit Bar Grievance Committee.
DEBRA J. GELL was born in Kingston,
New York, and moved to Florida in 1959. Ms.
Gell is the Managing Partner and has been
with the firm since 1984.
Ms. Gell received her B.A. from the
University of South Florida in 1978, magna
cum laude. She completed her senior year internship at the
firm of Osborne & Ciarciaglino, and in May of 1986, she
received her certification as a Certified Legal Assistant (CLA).
When the firm changed to Ciarciaglino & Coyle, she continued as the CLA/Office Manager. Ms. Gell then began the
study of law at Stetson University, College of Law, and
received her Juris Doctor degree cum laude. Ms. Gell was
also awarded the Victor O. Wehle Trial Advocacy Award
while at Stetson. She was sworn in by the senior partner,
Joseph M. Ciarciaglino, and immediately became a partner
in the firm.
Debra J. Gell has successfully tried both civil and criminal cases and likewise maintains an active probate practice.
In her spare time, Ms. Gell is an active fisherwoman and
recreational boater. She has and continues to compete successfully in state and national fishing tournaments. She is an
active member of the Southern Kingfish Association,
Suncoast Tarpon Round-up and the Old Salt Fishing Club.
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NICHOLAS J. FIORENTINO was born in
Springfield, Massachusetts and moved to the
Tampa Bay area in 1993. He is married to
Mary Fiorentino and they have two children.
Mr. Fiorentino graduated from the
University of South Florida with a B.A. degree
in Political Science. He then went on to Stetson University
College of Law where he received his Juris Doctor degree.
While attending Stetson, he interned with several circuit
court judges, including the Chief Judge and the Administrative Family Law Judge.
Mr. Fiorentino has a very active family, civil, and criminal law practice. Along with vigorously litigating matters in
court, he is also extremely successful at resolving matters at

mediation where he obtains the best outcome for his clients.
Mr. Fiorentino is an experienced trial attorney who zealously represents his client’s interests in and out of court.
Mr. Fiorentino has and continues to represent clients in
matters throughout the state of Florida including: Pinellas,
Pasco, Manatee, Osceola, Hillsborough, Hernando, Lee,
Sarasota, and Polk counties. He does not hesitate to travel
throughout the state to zealously represent his client’s
interests.
Our office is located at 2111 Dr. Martin Luther King St.
N, St. Petersburg, FL 33704. Our phone number is 727898-8000. Please call us any time for additional information
about the services that we offer or for further assistance.

CIARCIAGLINO, GELL
& FIORENTINO, P.A.
Your PBA Attorneys
Personal Injury & Wrongful Death
On and Off Duty Auto Accidents
Criminal Law
Administrative Law
Family Law
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
Over Thirty-Five Years
Representing Law Enforcement and
The Sun Coast Police Benevolent Association
OUR OFFICE HAS MOVED TO:
2111 Dr. Martin Luther King St. N
St. Petersburg, FL 33704
(727) 898-8000
“The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.”
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Sun Coast PBA

14141 46th Street N #1205
Clearwater, Florida 33762
www.suncoastpba.com

Does your agency have
an article in this issue?
If not, ask your Unit Rep:
“Why?”

SUN COAST POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
14141 46th St. N, Ste 1205 • Clearwater, FL 33762
(727) 532-1722

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
300 E. Brevard St. • Tallahassee, FL 32301
1-800-733-3722

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Mark Marland, President • George Lofton, Senior Vice President • James “JD” Lofton, Executive Vice President
Eric Holmes, Secretary • L.E. Cox, Treasurer • Michael I. Krohn, Attorney and Executive Director
Vanessa Hurst, Office Manager • Isabel Vanauken, Executive Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joe Ferro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Indian Shores PD

Michael Demark . . . . . . . . . St. Petersburg PD, Patrol

John Fugate, Jr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kenneth City PD

David Skinner . . . . . . . . . . . St. Petersburg PD, Patrol

Adam Compton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Largo PD

Jonathan Van Houten . . . . . St. Petersburg PD, Patrol

Mike Blickensdorf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Largo PD

David Gerardo . . . . . . . . . . St. Petersburg PD, Sgts/Lts

Nicholas Bedy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PCSO, Sgts/Lts

Taurean Mathis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tarpon Springs PD

Kevin McGevna . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PC Schools PD

Jim Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Retired Officers

Brian Bilbrey . . . . . . . . . . . . St. Petersburg PD, Patrol

Steve Corbet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Retired Officers

